




Today, approximately 500,000 children in the US are caught up in the court and child welfare maze 
because they are unable to live safely at home. These children are removed from parents who
can’t — or won’t — take care of them, and then into their lives come dozens of strangers: police, foster 
parents, therapists, social workers, judges, lawyers, and more. Hopefully, one of these people is a
CASA volunteer.

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs) are volunteers who are appointed by judges to watch over 
and advocate for children who have experienced abuse or neglect, to make sure they don’t get lost in 
the overburdened legal and social service system or languish in an inappropriate group or foster home. 
CASAs stay with each case until the child is placed in a safe, permanent home. For many children, their 
CASA volunteer will be the one constant adult presence in their lives.

Last year, nearly 60,000 CASA volunteers served more than 240,000 children who have experienced 
abuse or neglect through 954 nationwide program o�ces. CASA volunteers have helped more than two 
million children since the first program was established in 1977.

In 1987, Judge Bradnor Riggs, then presiding judge over Juvenile Court in Winnebago County, met with 
the Junior League of Rockford to bring CASA to the children of Winnebago County. Today, more than 
30 years later, Winnebago County CASA is a nonprofit, volunteer-based organization whose mission is 
to support and advocate for the best interests of children within the juvenile abuse and neglect court 
system. Since 1987, we have trained more than 700 volunteers and served more than 3,600 children in 
Winnebago County.

WINNEBAGO COUNTY CASA’S HISTORY AND MISSION

About
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Our
Values

We believe that every child has the right to thrive in a safe and permanent home.

We believe that all advocates, members of the Board of Directors, and friends of CASA should be 
welcomed, trained appropriately, appreciated, and supported by the sta� and provided with a 
healthy environment in which to gather, work, and volunteer.

We believe that our sta� deserves a collaborative and conducive atmosphere that allows them to 
fulfill the organization’s mission, one that demonstrates respect and value for each individual’s 
talents and gifts as they enhance the leadership of the team; promotes respect for each 
individual’s role, opinions, time, and space; focuses on hiring competent people suited to each 
position in the organization; and provides continuing education opportunities.

We believe that our donors deserve to be educated and informed of CASA’s mission and goals, 
to see evidence of financial responsibility, to be inspired to invest in our longevity, to be 
recognized with respect and confidentiality for their gifts and generosity, and to have questions 
on how their dollars are spent answered in a timely and transparent manner.

We believe we have an obligation to our community to elevate awareness of our program and 
the broader child welfare concerns including poverty, diversity, mental health, substance abuse, 
domestic violence, and other issues impacting families and to continually expand collaborative 
e�orts with other community agencies and court partners to achieve common goals.

We believe that our goals and objectives must always be aligned with our mission, vision, and 
values. We take great pride in being an organization that is united with our legal partners to 
ensure that all maltreated children have the right to competent, well-trained CASA/GAL 
volunteers who will positively impact their lives and future outcomes.

WE BELIEVE...
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Winnebago County CASA will host its 2nd Annual CASA Royale charity 

fund raising gala and casino night at the beautiful Embassy Suites by Hilton 

Rockford Riverfront hotel in Spring 2023. 

Guests will enjoy a VIP Cocktail Hour, VIP ticket holders will enjoy an open 

bar and delicious hors d'oeuvres - along with a head start on trying their luck 

at the tables for an opportunity to win some fantastic prizes! The fun will 

continue throughout the night with heavy appetizers, a cash bar, entertaining 

music, a silent auction, and casino entertainment. 
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Winnebago County CASA is excited to host the 7th annual 

Advocates' Club at The Union on Saturday, November 25th
. Attendees 

can enjoy all of the activities at Stroll on State, a free community event in 

downtown Rockford that features a parade, fireworks, tree lighting, 

musical performances, a photo booth, surprise visits from Santa, and so 

much more! Our doors at the Advocates' Club are open all night long, so 

guests can come and go as they please. 

The Advocates' Club will include live music, food, and fun for all ages! 

We are excited to partner with you on another successful event. 
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